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What is 
research data?



What stories can 
data tell us?



Help Inform Policy

Source: http://www.bostonmagazine.com/news/blog/2014/06/18/bike-crash-map-boston-data

Source: http://worldmap.harvard.edu/maps/boston-bikes

http://www.bostonmagazine.com/news/blog/2014/06/18/bike-crash-map-boston-data/
http://worldmap.harvard.edu/maps/boston-bikes


Or Misinform Policy

Source: http://www.bloomberg.com/bw/articles/2013-04-18/faq-reinhart-rogoff-and-the-excel-error-that-changed-history

Data was not publicly available!



Understand our past

Source: http://pds.lib.harvard.edu/pds/view/46957294?n=18

Source: https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataset.xhtml?persistentId=doi:10.7910/DVN/XN9WP

For more Digital Humanities projects see: 
http://www.darthcrimson.org/

http://pds.lib.harvard.edu/pds/view/46957294?n=18
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataset.xhtml?persistentId=doi:10.7910/DVN/XN9WP
http://www.darthcrimson.org/
http://www.darthcrimson.org/


And the present

Source: http://ruebot.net/post/look-14939154-paris-bataclan-parisattacks-porteouverte-tweets

Source: http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2011/aug/24/twitter-study-post-riot-plans#img-1

http://ruebot.net/post/look-14939154-paris-bataclan-parisattacks-porteouverte-tweets
http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2011/aug/24/twitter-study-post-riot-plans#img-1


Understand outcomes of deadly viruses

Source: Harvard Dataverse http://dx.doi.org/10.7910/DVN/29296

http://dx.doi.org/10.7910/DVN/29296


The mysteries held in the stars above

Source: http://www.milkywayproject.org/

See also: theastrodata.org          
for Harvard-Smithsonian 
datasets

http://www.milkywayproject.org/
https://theastrodata.org


And most important: Modern Romance

Sources: http://time.com/aziz-ansari-modern-romance/ & How Couples Meet and Stay Together (HCMST) dataset (http://data.stanford.edu/hcmst)

http://time.com/aziz-ansari-modern-romance/
http://data.stanford.edu/hcmst


Where can data be found?

Start at→
Only a sample of 
what is out there!



What tools can I use to analyze data?
 Some examples of tools:  Best Practices to Remember:

● use open or common file formats
● describe your data for discovery 

and reuse (metadata)
● have a data management plan 

(DMPTool at Harvard)
● archive & share your data for reuse 

(e.g., Harvard Dataverse)

http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:HUL.OIS:dmptool
https://dataverse.harvard.edu


Further Reading & Resources at Harvard
● Finding Data Resources at Harvard Library: 

http://guides.library.harvard.edu; or contact: govdocs@fas.harvard.edu

● Harvard Open Data Assistance Program Weekly Office Hours (Weds 11am-1pm)
http://projects.iq.harvard.edu/odap/open-hours

● Data Science Services: Free research and training services for Harvard affiliates
http://rtc.iq.harvard.edu/

Books
● Dataclysm: Who We Are When We Think No One Is Looking by Christian Rudder http://id.lib.

harvard.edu/aleph/014155996/catalog
● Big data, little data, no data : scholarship in the networked world by Christine L. Borgman http://id.

lib.harvard.edu/aleph/014297454/catalog
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